
DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANTS 
 
Many plants, if well watered and allowed to establish themselves during their first year, will come through 
future dry periods with ease. Encourage your plants to grow deep root systems by watering them properly 
from the beginning --- water deeply, preferably early in the morning. Sprinkling daily does not let the plant 
adjust to dry conditions and will allow a weak root system to develop. Adding leaf mold or composted peat 
moss to the soil will help the soil retain water and mulches can be very beneficial. 
 
Plants with grayish foliage appear to survive very well in low moisture/high heat situations. Many native 
plants have adapted themselves to our New England summers and are excellent choices for flower beds. 
 
BOTANICAL NAME  COMMON NAME 
 
Perennials 
 
Achillea    (Yarrow)      
Agastache   (Anise Hyssop)     
Anthemis   (Golden Marguerite)    
Artemisia   (Wormwood)     
Aster        
Baptisia    (False Indigo)     
Boltonia   (False Aster)     
Coreopsis   (Tickseed)     
Dianthus   (Pinks)      
Echinops   (Thistle) 
Epimedium spp.   (Barrenwort) 
Eriogonum allenii    (Shale Barren Buckwheat)   
Euphorbia   (Spurge)     
Gaillardia   (Blanket Flower) 
Galium odorate   (Sweet Woodruff)   
Gaura    (Wand Flower) 
Goniolimon    (German statice)    
Gypsophila   (Baby’s Breath) 
Iris germanica   German Iris     
Lavendula spp.   (Lavender) 
Liatris    (Blazing Star) 
Limonium spp.   (Sea Lavender) 
Lirope spp.   (Lily Turf) 
Linaria    (Toadflax) 
Lupinus spp.   (Lupine) 
Nepeta    (Catmint) 
Oenothera   (Evening Primrose) 
Papaver   (Poppy) 
Penstemon   Beardtongue    
Physotegia   (Obedient Plant) 
Polygonatum spp.  (Solomon’s Seal) 
Potentilla   (Cinquefoil) 
Rudbeckia   (Black-eyed Susan) 
Salvia    (Perennial Sage) 
Santolina spp.   (Cotton lavender) 
Sedum    (Stonecrop) 
Sempervivum spp.  (Hens and Chicks) 
Stachys    (Lamb’s Ear) 
Teucrium spp.   (Germander) 
Verbascum   (Mullein) 
Waldsteinia  fragaroides  (Strawberry Barrenwort) 
 
Grasses 
 
Bouteloua gr.   (Mosquito Grass) 
Fescue  
Leymus spp.        (Leymus Grass)       



Miscanthus   (Maiden Grass)     
Pennisetum   (Fountain Grass) 
Panicum   (Switch Grass) 
Schizachyrium  scorparium         (Little Bluestem Grass) 
Sporobolus heterolepsis  (Prairie Dropseed Grass) 
 
Shrubs 
 
Acanthopanax sieboldiana (Fiveleaf Aralia) 
Arctostaphylos   (Bearberry)     
Berberis spp.   (Barberry)       
Buddleia   (Butterfly Bush) 
Caryopteris   (Bluebeard) 
Chaenomeles spp.  (Flowering Quince) 
Comptonia peregrine      (Sweet Fern) 
Cornus racemosa  (Gray Dogwood) 
Cotinus spp.   (Smokebush)   
Cotoneaster spp. 
Cytisus spp.   (Broom) 
Diervilla spp.   (Bush Honeysuckle) 
Hypericum spp.   (St. John’s Wort) 
Itea virginica   (Virginia Sweetspire) 
Jasminum spp.   (Winter Jasmine)     
Juniperus spp.   (Juniper) 
Kolkwitzia amabilis  (Beauty Bush) 
Lonicera spp.   (Honeysuckle) 
Myrica pennsylvanica  (Bayberry) 
Pinus spp.   (Pines) 
Potentilla spp.   (Cinquefoil) 
Prunus maritime  (Beach Plum) 
Rosa spp.   (Roses) 
Rosa Rugosa   (Beach Rose) 
Vaccinium angustifolium  (Lowbush Blueberry) 
Viburnum spp. 
Weigela 
Wisteria spp.  
 
Trees  
 
Abies spp.               (Firs) 
Cercis spp.   (Eastern Redbud) 
Gleditsia triacanthos  (Honey Locust tree) 
Picea pungens   (Blue Spruce) 
Pinus spp.   (Pines) 
Prunus cerasifera  (Flowering Plum) 
Sophora spp.   (Japanese Pagoda) 
Syringa reticulate  (Lilac)   
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